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April 27: In a press statement, the Eastern Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento Revolucionario
Oriental- MRO), a small party pertaining to the leftist Broad Front (FA) coalition, announced its
support for a "strategy of revolutionary violence until the point of the seizure and consolidation of
power." The communique was signed by MRO leader Mario Rossi Garretano, who said the return
to armed struggle was approved at the recent MRO congress. The MRO was founded as a political
party in the early 1960s and became a guerrilla organization in the 1970s. Reemergence of the party
in 1985 coincided with the end of Uruguay's military regime. Broad Front leaders had commenced
studying expulsion of the MRO from the party coalition due to Rossi Garretano's frequent calls
to violence. April 29: Montevideo police reported that the explosion of a powerful bomb severely
damaged the law office of former president Julio Sanguinetti, located in the capital's port district.
There were no casualties. The event was one of the first major bombing incidents since 1985. A
spokesperson for daily newspaper El Observador Economico said an anonymous caller, claiming
to represent the previously unknown group "Second Artigas Guard Command," telephoned
their offices shortly after the blast to claim responsibility for the attack. Jose Artigas was a hero of
Uruguayan independence. The caller said the attack was aimed at "traitors and politicians serving
foreign interests who support a plan to starve the people." Sanguinetti and Interior Minister Juan
Andres Ramirez called the attack an attempt by the extreme right or left to "destabilize" the country.
May: In an editorial published in the organization's monthly publication, former military officer
leaders of the National Retired Movement (MNR) said they hope the "sun of Peru will illuminate
[Uruguay] very soon." The MNR was established five months ago with the goal of creating a new
political party. May 1: A steel railway bridge near the town of Minas, Lavalleja province, 120 km.
northeast of the capital, was partially destroyed in a bomb blast. No casualties were reported.
A group calling itself the "Juan Antonio Lavalleja Armed Command" claimed responsibility.
Newspapers and broadcast media offices reported on bomb threats directed at a congressional
office and a highway near Artigas, 600 km. north of the capital, where President Luis Lacalle was
scheduled to give a speech the following day. May 2: In a speech broadcast on nationwide TV
and radio, President Lacalle said he "would not tolerate a renewed outbreak of the terrorism that
Uruguay knew in the 1960s and 1970s." Lacalle called on political parties to remove extremist
elements from their ranks. May 3: Newspapers and broadcast media received bomb threats against
a bank executive, an army command post in Minas, and two Montevideo supermarkets. All were
apparently false alarms. May 5: Opposition leaders joined the government in defending the
country's democratic system. Liber Seregni, president of the Broad Front party coalition, stressed
the need for political unity "so the forces which seek to destabilize the government will see that
national unity is already a reality." President Lacalle said he would meet with leaders of all political
parties over the next few days to show that "democracy still reigns over political disputes...We
must not allow violence and intolerance, which many of us experienced before, to happen again."
Next, Lacalle ordered the Interior Ministry to head the investigation into the bombings. May 6: In a
statement to Montevideo daily newspaper La Republica by an individual who said he was a member
of the Uruguayan armed forces and the Juan Antonio Lavalleja Armed Command, the Lavalleja
Command claimed responsibility for the bombing of Julio Maria Sanguinetti's office, in addition to
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attacks on the railway bridge, a congressional deputy's car and a Montevideo business. The attacks
on the car and business occurred last year. The statement said the Lavalleja Command is comprised
of about 50 young military officers from the three branches of the armed forces who "love our
country and are sick of the corruption and intrigue. We are not coup leaders." The statement said
that so far the group's actions "have been in jest, but from now on we will act in earnest." In a joint
statement, political party leaders expressed their "absolute repudiation" of recent terrorist violence.
Most politicians who met to discuss the events of the past week said they believed that at least
one rightist paramilitary organization was involved in the violence. May 8: At a press conference,
Defense Minister Mariano Brito and army commander-in-chief Lt.Gen. Juan Rebollo said the armed
forces are under the complete control of the civilian government and "nobody should be concerned
about [the military's] conduct." Brito denied news reports of disagreements between the Interior
Ministry and the armed forces regarding investigations into recent bombings. May 9: According
to Montevideo police, 4,000 people were evacuated from a fruit and vegetable market and the
Montevideo department legislature following bomb threats. Interior Minister Juan Andres Ramirez
told reporters that the same type of explosive was used in the 1991 bombing of a legislator's vehicle,
the April 29 attack on Sanguinetti's office, and the May 1 damage to a bridge. Ramirez said the
similarities indicate that the Lavalleja Command was responsible. However, according to analysis
performed by an Argentine laboratory, the explosive used in the three incidents, TNT, is different
from the gelignite explosive the Lavalleja Command claimed to have used. [Sources: Associated
Press, 04/29/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 04/29/92; Inter Press Service, 05/05/92; Spanish news service
EFE, 05/06/92, 05/07/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/27/92, 04/29/92, 05/03/92, 05/08/92, 05/09/92]
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